ILLINOIS TESOL/BE
ELL Elementary Student Poetry Contest
2011 to 2012
Attention all Primary and Intermediate ESL/Bilingual Education Teachers: 
This year, Illinois TESOL-BE (www.itbe.org) is sponsoring its seventh statewide Elementary Poetry Contest. This is a great opportunity for your students to let their creativity shine, communicate powerfully in the English language, and express the importance of their own culture/cultural experiences. We encourage you to have as many of your students as possible participate. Please visit the Illinois TESOL-BE website (www.itbe.org) for more detailed Guidelines and Rubrics. Winning applicants will receive a gift certificate award for first and second place in grade levels 2, 3, 4, and 5. Recipients will also be recognized at our Annual Convention on Friday, February 24, 2012 at the Wyndham Hotel in Lisle, Illinois.  The essay cover sheet must accompany the written entry. 

All essays must be postmarked or emailed by December 2, 2011. 

For additional information on the Illinois TESOL-BE Elementary Poetry Contest, please visit our website at www.itbe.org, or contact 

Margaret Gigous 

North School 

150 W. Sunset 

Villa Park, IL 60181 

(630) 516-7790 (work) 

(630) 627-7578 (home) 

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

Margaret Gigous & Jose Resto
Illinois TESOL-BE Elementary SIG Co-Chairs 

ILLINOIS TESOL/BE
ELL Elementary Student Poetry Contest
2011 - 2012
Information you need to know: 
Eligibility: 
Contestant must be a student who is 

A full-time student enrolled in grades 2–5 in the state of Illinois. 

A non-native speaker of English currently enrolled in a TBE/TPI program. 

Sponsoring teacher must be a current member of Illinois TESOLBE. 

Form: 
1. Students are to write an original Acrostic, Bio-Poem, Diamante, Haiku, or “Open” poem.
2. Font: Any style or size. The poem can be handwritten. It must fit on one 8½” x 11” piece of paper. 
3. Entries must be submitted with a complete cover sheet.  The cover sheet must include the student’s name, grade level, home language, type of poem, name of the sponsoring teacher, name of the school, school address, and school phone number. (There will be no identifying information such as the contestant’s last name or school on the page of the poem).  Entries may be submitted via U.S. mail or email to mgigous@d45.org by December 2, 2011. 

Conditions: Failure to abide by any of these rules and conditions will result in the disqualification of the student’s poem from the competition. 

• Each student may submit only one poem. 

• The sponsoring teacher must be a current member of Illinois TESOLBE. 

• All poems become the property of Illinois TESOLBE. 

• All poems must be the original material of the author. 

• The poem is based on prior knowledge or experiences. 

• No teacher editing. 

• Computer editing (grammar check) will not be allowed, except for spell check. 

If a student has plagiarized any part of the poem, it will result in immediate disqualification. 
Types of Poems to choose from: 
1. Diamante Poem: Write one Diamante poem that compares an aspect of American culture to your culture.  Note: A worksheet for this poem is posted at www.itbe.org under the poetry contest.
Line 1:




1 noun

Line 2:


       1 adjective, 1 adjective

Line 3:


1 verb,      1 verb,           1 verb

Line 4:

   1 noun,   1 noun,       1 noun,          1 noun

Line 5:


1 verb,       1 verb,          1 verb

Line 6:


       1 adjective, 1 adjective

Line 7:




1 noun

OR 

2. Acrostic Poem: Write one acrostic poem using one or 2 words. The content of the poem must be about an aspect of your culture or your perspective on American culture.  A student may use their first name as part of the Acrostic Poem.  Note: Specific guidelines are posted at www.itbe.org under the poetry contest.
OR 

3. Haiku Poem: Write one poem in which the content of the poem describes nature within your first country or your perspective of American culture.  Note: Specific guidelines are posted at www.itbe.org under the poetry contest.

OR 

4. Open Poem: Write one poem in which the content of the poem discusses an aspect of your culture or your perspective of American culture.  Note: Specific guidelines are posted at www.itbe.org under the poetry contest.

OR

5. BioPoem:  Write one poem in which the content of the poem communicates who the student is and who they want to be.  Students must use the following prompts in their BioPoem.  More than one line can be used to answer the prompts.  There is no penalty for writing two to three phrases/sentences to answer lines 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9.  Note: A worksheet for this poem is posted at www.itbe.org under the poetry contest.
Line 1:  First Name

Line 2:  Four adjectives that describe the student.

Line 3:  Son or daughter of ________________________.  
(The student may list the names of the parents or list their occupations instead.)
Line 4:  Love of _________________________________.  (Name 3 different things that the 

student likes.)

Line 5:  Who feels _______________________________.  
(Tell 3 different feelings and when or where you felt those feelings.)
Line 6:  Who dreams to be ________________________.  (What does the student want to be 

when he/she grows up and why?)

Line 7:  Who fears ______________________________.  
(List 3 different fears the child has.)

Line 8:  What would you like to see _________________.  
(Share one place the student would like to visit and why.)

Line 9:  Who lives _______________________________.  
(Don’t just give the town the student lives in.  Describe the setting.)  
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Judging: Entries will be judged based on content, organization, vocabulary, language use, and mechanics. Criteria for judging will be creativity, writing style, and adherence to form, rules, and conditions. 

• Certificates of Merit will also be presented to the winner of each category. 

• Sponsoring teachers of the winners will receive a one-year complimentary membership to Illinois TESOL-BE added to their current membership.
• In addition, the winners will be invited to read their essays at the ELL Poetry Contest Awards Ceremony at the Illinois TESOL-BE Annual State Convention on Friday, February 24, 2012 at the Wyndham Hotel in Lisle, Illinois. 

• Winners will have their names and entries published in the ITBE 
Newsletter and a photo will be taken with board members.  

• Refreshments will be served to the poetry winners, their families, and the 
sponsoring teachers. 

Deadline: All entries must be EMAILED or POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN December 2, 2012. 
Mail Entries to: 
Illinois TESOL-BE ELL Poetry Contest 

Margaret Gigous 

North School, V.P.S.D # 45 

150 W. Sunset 

Villa Park, IL 60181 

or mgigous@d45.org 
All sponsoring teachers will be notified of the results of the Illinois TESOL-BE Poetry Contest.  Winners will be asked to sign a photo and media release form, giving permission for the group picture to be published in the newsletter. 
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Entry Cover Sheet
Student Information: 
Name of Student ___________________________________________________ 




(Please Print)
Student Information:  

Gender: 
M 
F 

Home Language: _____________________ 

Grade Level:    2     3      4      5 
Years living in the United States: _____ 
Type of Poem Submitted: 
Acrostic 
Bio-Poem

Diamante  


Haiku 

Open 

Sponsoring Teacher’s Information: 

Sponsoring Teacher: _________________________________________ 

*** Sponsoring Teacher MUST be a current member of Illinois TESOL-BE *** 

Email address: _________________________________________ 

Name of School: ____________________________________________ 

School’s Telephone Number: ____________________ 

(Sponsoring teachers will be contacted through their school district). 

School Address: ________________________________________________ 

City/ State / Zip Code____________________________________________ 

Mail Poems to: 

Illinois TESOL-BE ELL Poetry Contest 

Margaret Gigous 

North School, Villa Park S.D. 45 

150 W. Sunset 

Villa Park, IL 60181 

or mgigous@d45.org 
For further information, check our website at http://www.itbe.org/ or contact me at (630) 516-7790.
